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the  pupae, but the  eg-gs also,  that all may
benefit by the genial warmth.

6. What disposition is made of the dead? In
their artificial home there is not an excellent
opportunity to show the ants' veneration for
their dead, but you may possibly learn some-
thing- about It if you will place a little square
box made of paper (not over one inch square
and about one-fourth of an inch high) on top
of the nest. It is likely to be used for a
cemetery.

The things you have already observed re-
garding these wonderful insects will pre-
pare you for a brief discussion of ants which
will be more readily understood because of
the things thus far learned.

Meaning of Hard Words. There is a
strong temptation to skip all words of a
technical nature in ordinary reading and
study. Especially are young people likely
to do this. It is not right. You possibly fol-
low this practice because "the words are
hard/' and because you "cannot understand
them, anyhow." May we show how you are
in error in this?

The technical words in any text are there
because very long ago there was the best of
reasons for applying them. They are de-
rived largely from the Latin and the Greek,
and most of them were applied when those
languages were solely used by scholars.
Later, when new discoveries necessitated new
terms, the same languages were drawn upon,
that uniformity and good order might be
continued. We must conclude early in our
scientific investigations that these terms
cannot be altered to suit our convenience,
so, whenever we find a new word, let us pa-
tiently examine it. It will soon be a com-
mon word in. our vocabulary.

As an illustration, did you have much
trouble with formicarium, which, has ap-
peared in this lesson? It was pronounced
by you in the most natural way, with the
accent on third syllable, and we told you
from where the word came. This was done
as a matter of encouragement, for you might
not have searched for the meaning and deriva-
tion, although any good dictionary would
offer full explanation.

Before you read many lines further you
are going to find the word antenna, with its
two divisions, scape and flagellum. The first
word is accented on the second syllable, and
its last syllable is sounded like long e; the
second is pronounced exactly as spelled; the
third is accented on the second syllable, with
the g softj pronounce them carefully. We

explain the meaning of antenna in the text;
scape is a derivation from the Latin, and
means stem or shaft; can you learn why?
Flagellum is from the Latin, and our Eng-
lish cognate is flagellate, which means to
whip. Can we imagine, then, that the flagel-
lum is something that whips or beats around,
striking things with which it comes in con-
tact? There you have it; the flagellum is the
slender part of the antenna, the one farthest
from the body. From the definition you
almost know the office this little organ per-
forms, but it is more fully explained later.
One more word we may analyze with some
care. When we read about the ant's eyes you
will find the word ocelli. Your dictionary
says it is plural in number, the singular being
ocellus. This is from the Latin, and in form
indicates the diminutive, which gives us for
a definition, little eye. See how nicely, a
little farther on, this applies.
The study of such names is extremely in-
teresting ; you can master them easily, if not
too many are attempted. Note the remain-
ing names in the diagram of the ant in the
colored plate and trace the meaning of each.
Parts of the Ant. Good illustrations of
the male, female and the workers are shown
in the accompanying plate. The diagram of
the parts of an ant should be referred to fre-
quently. Use your magnifying glass on the
inhabitants of your ants' house, locate the
more important parts, and be able at all
times to identify and know them by name.
The eye of the ant is a wonderful organ-
ism. If we examine the eye under the micro-
scope we find the outer surface, which you
know in all eyes as the cornea, is formed
of a fine network of lenses similar in arrange-
ment to the cells of the honeycomb. The
eyes are immovable, hence the number of
lenses, each in fact being an eye to enable
the little people to see in as many directions
as there are lenses in the eye. They cannot
turn their eyes as human beings are able
to and they do not possess the power we en-
joy of altering the form of the lens so as to
adapt the sight to meet the object of vision.
The outer surface, or cornea, and the optic
nerve are always at the same distance, so
the ant is unable to see near objects. This
is doubtless the reason why they are fur-
nished with the sensitive and delicate feelers,
with which they may, like a blind man with, a
stick, feel things close at hand where they am
unable to see.